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SUBJECT: CUSTOMES PROBLEMS OF US WHISKEY 
REF: DEPT A-2804 

1 . EMBOFF HAS SPOKEN WITH ANTONIO CASTANEDA, CHIEF OF SECTION, 

ON DIRECTOR GENERAL GOMEZ LOPEZ STAFF AS LATTER HAS BEEN ON 
EXTENSIVE TRIP OUTSIDE SPAIN AND WILL NOT RETURN TO MADRID UNTIL 
MID-AUGUST. MR. CASTANEDA WAS FAMILIAR WITH SUBJECT PROBLEM 
BUT SAID APRIL 20 LETTER FROM THE DISTILLED SPIRITS COUNCIL OF 

US (DISCUS) WAS IN THE HANDS OF INTER-MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE 
(COMMERCE, INDUSTRY, AGRICULTURE, HEALTH, AMONG OTHERS) 
DRAFTING PROPOSED LEGISLATION ON IMPORTS OF US WHISKEY. IN VIEW 
OF RECENT SPANISH POLITICAL EVENTS. CASTANEDA SAID HE COULD NOT 
ESTIMATE WHEN LEGISLATION WOULD BE PROMULGATED. HOWEVER, WITH 
RECEIPT OF SPECIFICATIONS FROM DISCUS, CASTANEDA FORESAW NO 
PROBLEMS IN PREPARATION OF LEGISLATION AND SUBMISSION TO THE 
CORTES FOR PASSAGE. WHILE SPAIN HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO LIMIT 
IMPORTATION OF LUXURY PRODUCTS DUE TO ITS SEVERELY ADVERSE 
BALANCE OF TRADE, CASTANEDA SAID US WHISKEY IMPORTS WERE NOT 
SIGNIFICATION NOR DID THEY COMPLETE WITH LOCAL PRODUCTS. 

2. RE INTERIM PERIOD PRIOR TO PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION COVERING 
US WHISKEY, CASTANEDA SAID NEXT OPENING OF QUOTA FOR WHISKEY 
IMPORTS WILL BE IN SEPTEMBER AND HE URGED THAT ALL SPANISH 
IMPORTERS OF US SPIRITS SUBMIT THEIR APPLICATIONS TO MINISTRY OF 
COMMERCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THEREAFTER. CASTANEDA OPINED THAT 
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WHISKEY IMPORTS. 

3. RE JACK DANIELS SHIPMENT HELD IN BARCELONA SINCE LAST YEAR, 

CASTANEDA RECOMMENDED THAT IMPORTER THIS SHIPMENT SUBMIT APPLI- 
CATION FOR IMPORT LICENSE AS SOON AS QUOTA OPENED IN SEPTEMBER. 

4. EMBASSY WILL PURSUE THIS MATTER WITH GOMEZ LOPEZ UPON HIS 
RETURN TO MADRID AND WILL REPORT FURTHER. 

STABLER 
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